
 

Measure type descriptions for HELCOM SOM Marine Litter effectiveness of measures survey 
In the third column, “Examples of included measures”, examples of both concrete existing measures and hypothetical measures are included. Existing 
measures are preceded by their scale of implementation, i.e. “Global:”, “EU”, “HELCOM:”, or individual countries e.g. “PL:”. Hypothetical measures lack this 
additional text.  

Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 
Input of marine 
litter 

More stringent controlling and reporting of 
ships' delivery of waste in ports 

EU: Carrying out inspections of ships corresponding to at least 15 % of the total 
number  of ships  calling  in  port annually; a ship shall, before leaving port, deliver 
all its waste to a port reception facility and receive waste delivery receipt to be kept 
on board for at least 2 years (2019/883/EU) 

Input of marine 
litter 

Implementation of ISO standard for port 
waste reception facilities 

HELCOM: Implementation of ISO 21070:2013, providing for the minimization, 
management and segregation of a ship’s garbage, so that it can be managed on-
board and offloaded efficiently to the relevant reception facilities onshore 

Input of marine 
litter 

Full implementation of the no-special fee 
system for waste reception in all Baltic Sea 
ports 

EU: No direct fee for MARPOL Annex V waste, including passively fished waste 
LT: Expansion of no-special fee system in Klaipeda port to include: paints, chemicals, 
batteries, fluorescent lamps, passively fished waste 

Input of marine 
litter 

Implementing ecolabel schemes and/or 
incentive systems for environmentally 
friendly shipping 

DE: Establish incentive systems for environmentally friendly ships 
DE: Consider environmental criteria (e.g. Blue Angel ecolabel) for ships owned or 
financed by public authorities 

Input of marine 
litter 

Including marine litter issues in educational 
programs and materials for professional 
sea use sectors 

HELCOM: Identify and promote curricula for marine related education, including 
professional seafarers 
DE: Vocational schools, technical colleges, and non-school establishments are to 
foster an awareness of the impacts and long-term consequences of marine litter 

Input of marine 
litter 

No-special fee system for waste reception 
in ports from fishing vessels, including for 
the litter caught in fishing nets 

EU: No direct fee for MARPOL Annex V waste, including passively fished waste 
LT: Expansion of no-special fee system in Klaipeda port to include passively fished 
waste 

https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:21070:ed-2:v1:en
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 
Input of marine 
litter 

Information and education to fishermen 
about management and environmental 
impacts of fishing gear containing plastics 
and best practice in waste management 
within fishing sector 

HELCOM: Promote and disseminate best practice in relation to all relevant aspects 
of waste management within the fishing sector 
DE: Vocational schools, technical colleges, and non-school establishments are to 
foster an awareness of the impacts and long-term consequences of marine litter 

Input of marine 
litter 

Improvement in the marking of fishing gear 
and reporting on lost fishing gear 

HELCOM: Improve enforcement of EU Regulation 404/2011 on gear marking 
EE: Application of electronic reporting system for fishing efforts (gears) to better 
control fishing and avoid abandoning of fishing gear 

Input of marine 
litter 

Promotion of garbage collection for 
pleasure crafts by marinas (e.g. through 
ecolabeling, such as Blue Flag) 

HELCOM: Promotion of garbage collection for pleasure crafts by marinas (e.g. Blue 
Flag Marinas requirements related to the availability of pump-out stations and 
sustainable waste management) 

Input of marine 
litter 

Public awareness raising measures on 
marine litter impacts and prevention, 
promotion of sustainable consumption and 
production and appropriate waste 
management of single-use plastic products 

EU: Member States shall take measures to inform consumers of the single-use 
plastic products on the environmental impact and waste management options 
DK: Information initiatives / campaigns targeted at beach guests, fishermen and 
yachtsmen, with the aim of reduce marine waste in the sea and on beaches 

Input of marine 
litter 

Including marine litter issues in educational 
programs and materials for recreational 
sea use sectors (e.g. for diving and sailing 
schools) 

HELCOM: promote curricula for marine related education, including the recreational 
sector (e.g. diving and sailing schools), which develop awareness, understanding, 
and respect for the marine environment 
DK: Information initiatives / campaigns targeted at beach guests, fishermen and 
yachtsmen, with the aim of reduce marine waste in the sea and on beaches 

Input of marine 
litter 

Reducing the amount of plastic litter 
through improving municipal regulatory 
provisions concerning organisation of 
beach waste management, requirements 
for waste management and clean-up for 
public beach events and leases on beaches 

DE: Redefining or intensifying municipal provisions, including e.g. tightening of 
conditions attached to planning permissions granted for events, conditions attached 
to leases on beaches, requirements for the organisation of and infrastructure for 
waste management (beach management), and fines imposed for infringements 

Input of marine 
litter 

National measures for “significant 
reduction” in consumption of  single-use 
plastic food containers and beverage cups 
(following relevant EU Directives) 

EU: Member States shall take the necessary measures to achieve a significant 
reduction in the consumption of the single-use plastic products listed in Part A of the 
Annex (2019/904/EU) 
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 
Input of marine 
litter 

Prohibition for placing on market certain 
single-use plastic products (cotton bud 
sticks, cutlery, plates, straws, beverage 
stirrers, balloons sticks) 

EU: Member States shall prohibit the placing on market of the single-use plastic 
products listed in Part B of the Annex (2019/904/EU) 

Input of marine 
litter 

Requiring that plastic caps and lids remain 
attached to single use plastic beverage 
containers during the product’s intended 
use 

EU: Member States shall ensure that single-use plastic products listed in Part C of 
the Annex that have caps and lids with a significant part made of plastic may be 
placed on the market only if the caps and lids remain attached to the container 
during the product’s intended use stage (2019/904/EU) 

Input of marine 
litter 

Establishing extended producer 
responsibility schemes for all packaging 
and plastic products which create the most 
frequently found litter items in the marine 
environment 

EU: Member States shall ensure that extended producer responsibility schemes are 
established for all packaging (2018/852/EU) and for all single-use plastic products 
listed in Part E of the Annex (2019/904/EU) 
HELCOM: Promote Extended Producer Responsibility Strategies 

Input of marine 
litter 

Labelling biodegradable and compostable 
plastic bags 

EU: Member states shall ensure that biodegradable and compostable plastic carrier 
bags are labelled to ensure Union-wide recognition and to provide consumers with 
information about the composting properties of such bags 

Input of marine 
litter 

EU mandated reduction in consumption of 
lightweight plastic bags by implementing 
administrative and/or economic measures 

EU: adoption of measures ensuring that the annual consumption level does not 
exceed 40 lightweight plastic carrier bags per person by 31 December 2025 

Input of marine 
litter 

EU mandated increase in the share of 
reusable packaging on the market and of 
systems to reuse packaging in an 
environmentally sound manner 

EU: Member States shall take measures to encourage increase in the share of 
reusable packaging placed on the market and of systems to reuse packaging in an 
environmentally sound manner (2018/852 EU). Examples of such measures: use of 
deposit-return schemes, setting of qualitative or quantitative targets, the use of 
economic incentives, setting up of a minimum percentage of reusable packaging 
placed on the market every year for each packaging stream 

Input of marine 
litter 

Establishing systems to provide for return 
and/or collection of used packaging and 
packaging waste from consumers, 
including achieving 90% level of separate 
collection for beverage bottles 

EU: Member States shall take the necessary measures to collect separately an 
amount of waste single-use plastic products listed in Part F of the Annex equal to 
90% of such products (2019/904/EU) 
HELCOM: Establish deposit refund systems for bottles, containers and cans (glass, 
plastics and aluminium), including the establishment of such systems on passenger 
ships and related harbours 
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 
Input of marine 
litter 

Modification of products and substitution 
of materials creating high risk litter for the 
marine environment 

DE: Application of comprehensive life cycle approach including redesign of product 
materials or characteristics to reduce marine litter 

Input of marine 
litter 

Regional (Baltic Sea) guidelines on best 
practice for improving wastewater systems 
and stormwater management 

HELCOM: Compile information to give guidance on improvements of stormwater 
management on a local level to prevent and reduce stormwater related waste 
(including micro litter) entering the marine environment, and update appropriate 
recommendations 

Input of marine 
litter 

Improving stormwater collection systems 
to prevent emissions of litter into the 
environment 

HELCOM: Improvement of stormwater management in order to prevent litter, from 
heavy weather events and to enter the marine environment 
EE: improvement of stormwater management including public support for the 
construction of stormwater infrastructure , construction of new infrastructure, and 
enhancing supervision of stormwater systems 

Input of marine 
litter 

Including marine litter in national and 
municipal waste management plans and 
implementing provisions of these plans in 
coastal municipalities to prevent litter 
entering the aquatic environment 

HELCOM: National and local waste prevention and waste management plans to 
make the necessary improvements to prevent sources and pathways of litter from 
land entering the aquatic environment 
EE: Improvement of the National Waste Management Plan and Municipal Waste 
Management Plans, Preparation of Guidance Material on Possible Local Government 
Activities, Training of Local Government Specialists 

Input of marine 
litter 

Regulatory measures or voluntary 
commitments by producers to avoid the 
use of microplastics in products (e.g. 
cosmetics, cleaning products). 

HELCOM: Engage with all appropriate sectors such as manufacturers and retailers to 
apply substitutes to primary microplastics in personal care products 
DE: Voluntary commitments to avoid the use of microplastics in cosmetics and 
cleaning products (incl. blasting media) 

Input of marine 
litter 

Information measures on microplastics in 
consumer products (e.g. awareness raising, 
implementing eco certification schemes) 

HELCOM: Encourage application of certification schemes and/or voluntary reporting 
of companies on their products formulas (i.e. that they do not contain micro 
particles) 
DE: An extensive public awareness campaign informing consumers of the 
environmental impacts of plastic particles originating in products used by private 
end consumers to foster the use of environmentally friendly alternatives that are 
free of microplastics 
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 
Input of marine 
litter 

Improving stormwater collection systems 
to prevent emissions of microlitter into the 
environment 

HELCOM: Improvement of stormwater management in order to prevent litter, 
including microlitter, from heavy weather events and to enter the marine 
environment 
EE: improvement of stormwater management including public support for the 
construction of stormwater infrastructure , construction of new infrastructure, and 
enhancing supervision of stormwater systems 

Input of marine 
litter 

Improved wastewater treatment to reduce 
emissions of microplastics 

DE: Improve the retention of plastics, including secondary microplastics, in 
combined sewer overflows, e.g. following heavy rainfall events 
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